
 

Florida Airports Council   

FAC State Affairs Virtual Fly-In   

February 23-24, 2021 

Florida’s airports were on track to reach new heights surpassing the record 176 million commercial 
passengers served in 2019. Then the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted travel for Florida’s residents and 
visitors, abruptly creating unprecedented challenges for the aviation industry. Despite an immediate 
and significant drop in air travel, Florida’s airports quickly adapted, instituting new policies and 
procedures to keep passengers, employees, and the public safe throughout the traveling experience.  

Even after making broad reductions in spending, Florida’s airports remain in a daunting financial 
position. As an industry that generated $175 billion in economic activity and created jobs for 1.4 
million Floridians, airports are essential to our state’s economic recovery – but also remain vulnerable 
to the lasting impacts caused by COVID-19.  

As the statewide voice for aviation, the Florida Airports Council looks forward to serving as a strategic 
partner with state leaders as we navigate these challenges and advocate for issues that matter to 
Florida’s airports and the passengers they serve. Together, we can restore Florida’s all-important 
travel sector and help strengthen and rebuild the state’s economy.  

This event  will provide the ability to connect with important legislative leaders to  
advocate for Florida Airports and aviation.  Please join us! 

  Schedule of Events 

1:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. FAC Welcome - Florida Airports Update FAC Chairman Luis Olivero 

1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. A Message from FDOT Secretary Kevin Thibault 

 Florida DOT & Industry Panel 

“Impacts of COVID-19 to the Florida  

Airport Industry” 

Brad Thoburn, Assistant Secretary Strategic  

Development; Aaron Smith, State Aviation 

Manager, FDOT; Nick Harwell, Airport  

Planning Manager, FDOT; Zack DeVeau,  

Aviation/Airport Planner, Kimley-Horn  

2:30 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. FAC State Legislative Overview -  

Preview of 2021 Session 

Darrick McGhee & Eric Prutsman,  

J&B Lobby Team 

3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Florida Economic Outlook Dr. Jerry Parrish, Chief Economist & Director 

of Research, Florida Chamber Foundation 

 4:15 p.m. Closing Remarks  FAC Vice Chairman Roy Sieger 

Tuesday, February 23  
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Schedule of Events 

 1:00 p.m.  Welcome & Opening FAC Secretary/Treasurer Kerry Keith 

1:00 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. Focus on Economic Development (panel) Jamal Sowell, Florida Secretary of  

Commerce & President/CEO of Enterprise  

Florida; Manny Mencia, SVP, Enterprise 

Florida; Dana Young, President & CEO,  

Visit Florida 

1:50 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. PFAS Legislative Update Brett Renton, Esq., Shutts & Bowen; Laurel 

Lockett, Esq., Carlton Fields; Darrick 

McGhee, Johnston & Blanton; Rebecca 

O’Hara, Esq., Florida League of Cities 

2:45 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. A Conversation with House Majority Leader 

Mike Grant 

House Appropriations & Rules Committee 

3:15 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Coronoavirus’ Business Impact -  

Perspectives from Two Florida Airports - 

Experiences & Airport Response 

Mark E. Gale, CEO/Director of Aviation, 

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International 

Airport; Chris Rozansky, Executive  

Director, Naples Airport 

4:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Florida Ports Council Update Doug Wheeler, President and CEO, Florida 

Ports Council 

4:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Federal Affairs Update  

 4:30 p.m. Fly-In Wrap Up & Closing Remarks FAC Chairman Luis Olivero 

 Sponsorship Opportunities  
Welcome Sponsor         $1,000.00 
Florida Governor & Secretary of FDOT Speaking 

 Three complimentary registrations 

 Thank you in FAC publications before and after the event 

 Two sessions with company logo representation 

 Linked company logo on Meeting Website 

 Company name/logo on all marketing emails 

 Session Sponsor            $500.00 

 One complimentary registration 

 Thank you in FAC publications before and after the event 

 Choice of session to sponsor - first come, first served; two sponsors per session 

 Linked company logo on Meeting Website 

 Company name/logo on all marketing emails 

Registration Fee:  $150.00 

Click HERE to register 

Wednesday, February 24 

https://secure.floridaairports.org/MeetingRegistration.aspx?meetingid=203
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Top Legislative Priorities for Florida’s Airports  
Aviation Work Program State Funding  
FAC SUPPORTS state funding for airport development that is equal to or above what FDOT proposed in its 
Tentative Work Plan for 2021/22. These funds are critical for airports across the state dealing with added 
COVID-19 requirements as they plan, build, and maintain aviation facilities – all while creating jobs and 
generating a strong return on investment.  

Aviation Fuel Taxes  
FAC OPPOSES any further reductions to the state aviation fuel tax. Now more than ever, this revenue source 
is critically important and helps support our state’s increasing capital and development needs. Florida’s 
airports must be able to count on stable, reliable aviation revenue sources sufficient to meet the heightened 
needs of passengers.  

PFAS Exemption  
FAC SUPPORTS an exemption from the costs associated with any investigation, third-party claim, or 
remediation efforts regarding PFAS, a type of man-made chemicals used in firefighting foam — which the 
FAA requires airports to use for aircraft rescue and firefighting operations.  

Maintaining Transparency, Reducing Unnecessary Bureaucracy  
FAC SUPPORTS greater flexibility regarding procurement thresholds for commodities and contractual 
services, while maintaining strong transparency standards. This added flexibility will help reduce 
overlapping policies at the state and local levels and streamline government functions by removing certain 
bureaucratic burdens. - Related bills: SB 154  

Peer-to-Peer Rental Car Legislation  
FAC SUPPORTS legislation that prioritizes safety, provides robust consumer protections, and allows each of 
Florida’s airports to properly monitor and manage car rental and sharing transactions at airport. Airports 
welcome innovative services that provide passengers with a range of safe transportation options, when 
those innovations preserve critical airport operating revenues and ensure that all service providers can 
compete on a level playing field.  
- Related bills: SB 708  

Diesel Exhaust Fluid  
FAC OPPOSES legislative action that interferes with airport management and FBO contracts regarding the 
use of diesel exhaust fluid. FAC has worked with numerous stakeholders to develop operational best 
management practices for the prevention of fuel contamination.  
- Related bills: HB 77  

Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida  
Recognizing the fact that approximately half of all visitors to Florida arrived by air, FAC SUPPORTS the 
continued funding of Enterprise Florida and Visit Florida, which are vital to the sustainability of tourism and 
its economic contribution to the state’s economy.  

Registration Fee:  $150.00 

Click HERE to register 

https://secure.floridaairports.org/MeetingRegistration.aspx?meetingid=203

